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Service Notes: 

 

^ = stand as you are able 

 

Eagle Staff in the Way of Jesus – 

 

The cross we carry tonight is an Eagle Staff in the Way of Jesus. It signifies that we 

follow Christ into the presence of the Father by the Holy Spirit. The staff, wrapped in red 

leather, reminds us that we are made from the earth created by God. Thirteen attached 

eagle feathers represent the thirteen moons of a year, signifying that all time belongs to, 

and is centered in, the story of Jesus. 

  

The Grass Dance – 

 

The Grass Dance was traditionally performed by young Natives chosen to prepare a 

space for worship. They would tramp down the grass and pray as they danced.  In our 

service God calls us into anamnesis, a re-membering of the story of Jesus.  We prepare 

our hearts, asking God to transform us as we enter into His Divine drama.  

  

Incensing with Cedar – 

  

Among many First Nations tribes, cedar is considered a sacred medicine used for healing 

and prayer. Much like oil symbolizes anointing and healing in the Middle East, so cedar 

smoke symbolizes the same on Turtle Island, North America.  Come as you wish for 

incense anointing during the healing prayers. 

 

THE GATHERING 

 

Organ Prelude 

 

^ Processional Hymn 

 

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



^ Invitation to Worship 

 

^ Call to Worship 

 

Leader: In Christ, the God of heaven has made His home on earth. 

All: Christ dwells among us and is one with us. 

Leader: Highest of all creation, He lives among the least. 

All: He journeys with the rejected and welcomes the weary. 

Leader: Come now, all who thirst, 

All: and drink the water of life. 

Leader: Come now, all who hunger, 

All: and be filled with good things. 

Leader: Come now, all who seek, 

All: and be warmed by the fire of love. 

 

^ Prayer of Invocation 

 

Leader: O God, the author and foundation of hope, enable us to rely with confident 

expectation on Your promises, knowing that the trials and hindrances of the present time 

are not worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed. O God, who created 

us in love. 

All: Create us anew in love as we worship You. 

Leader: O Jesus Christ, who redeemed this world in love, 

All: Reclaim our hearts as we worship You. 

Leader: O Holy Spirit, who moves this world towards its God-appointed end, 

All: Move within us as we worship You. Amen. 

 

^ Songs of Praise 

 

We Remember 

Break Every Chain 

 

Confession/Absolution 

 

James 5:13-16 

 

Leader: Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing 

songs of praise. Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray 

over them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer offered in 

faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, 

they will be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to each other and pray for each other 

so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. 

In a moment of silence, let us confess our sins before God. 

[Silence] 

Leader: May almighty God, who caused light to shine out of darkness, shine in our  

hearts, cleansing us from all our sins, and restoring us to the light of the knowledge   

of God’s glory, in the face of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

All: Amen. 

 

^ Passing of the Peace 

 

THE WORD 

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 

Speak, Oh Lord (choral setting) 

 

Scriptures 

 

Jeremiah 1:1-10 

Psalm 116 (sung) 

 

Sing the refrain as directed by the leader 

 
Mark 8:22-26 

 

Sermon 

 

“Healing for the Battle”                    Mark 8:27-38                    Pastor Stephen Hasper 

 

Response/Offering 

 

The offering tonight will be donated to the People's Church of God Missions~Haiti.   

Their vision is to be a Mission demonstrating the love of the Lord Jesus Christ to brothers 

and sisters among God’s people in various areas of the non-western world.  In partnership 

with indigenous church leaders, the Mission's goal is to help specifically in the 

educational development of children and to help improve the social quality and 

community aspects of life through significant social action.   

The Mission has been serving in L’Artibonite, Haïti since 2003. 

 

More information about PCGM~Haiti can be found at www.pcgmissionshaiti.org. 

Thank you for your generous gift. 

 

Take My Life 

 



THE TABLE 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

Sanctus (sung) 

Commemoration 

Acclamation (sung) 

 

^ Distribution and Healing Prayer 

 

The Bread of Life for All Is Broken 

Man of Sorrows 

Jesus Messiah 

O Church Arise 

 

^ Prayer of Thanks 

 

Leader: O Lord, our God, we give you thanks for uniting us by baptism in the body of 

Christ and for filling us with joy in the Eucharist. Lead us toward the full visible unity of 

Your Church, and help us to treasure all the signs of reconciliation You have granted us. 

Now that we have tasted the banquet You have prepared for us in the world to come, may 

we all one day share together the inheritance of the saints in the life of the heavenly city. 

 

All: Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 

 

THE SENDING 

 

How Firm a Foundation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Benediction 

 

The Lord Bless You and Keep You 

 

^ Charge 

 

^ Postlude 


