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About 
the 
Webber
IWS 
Library 
Guide 

This guide focuses on:

1. The life and works of Robert E. Webber, 
specifically as it relates to his founding of the 
Robert E. Webber Institute for Worship 
Studies (IWS) and his resources within the 
IWS Library. 

2. Helping IWS students and researchers 
navigate information about our founder and 
his resources in the IWS library for research 
purposes.

Discover Webber’s life, learn how to search 
for his works, and explore the IWS Library!

Photo by Kari Shea on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@karishea?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/apcUIqOPEIo?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash


The Webber Collection: 
An IWS Library 

Special Collection

Research Webber’s works 
in the IWS Library 

through various online tools.

Searching and Reading 
Webber’s Works 

in the IWS Library

Guide Sections

Who was 
Robert E. Webber?

Learn about Webber’s most 
prominent edited work.

Webber’s Masterpiece:
The Complete Library of 

Christian Worship

Discover the books 
that Webber owned.

Explore Webber’s life through 
information and articles.



Who was 
Robert E. Webber

Dr. Robert E. Webber (1933-2007) was born in Congo of 
missionary parents, and was raised in the Philadelphia area. He 
earned the Th.D. from Concordia Theological Seminary. From 
1968 to 2000 he served as Professor of Theology at Wheaton 
College, and was named Professor Emeritus upon his retirement 
in 2000. He was appointed William R. and Geraldine D. Myers 
Professor of Ministry and Director of the M.A. in Worship and 
Spirituality at Northern Baptist Theological Seminary in the fall 
of 2000. In 1998 he founded the Institute for Worship Studies 
and served as its first president until his death in 2007. He wrote 
extensively on Christian worship.

Read more about Webber's life 
and impact on Christian worship 
in the linked articles below:

Robert E. Webber, Theologian of 
'Ancient-Future' Faith, Dies at 73

Robert Webber’s Legacy

Robert E. Webber, Founder of the 
Institute for Worship Studies

Photo source: 
The Robert E. Webber 

Institute for Worship 
Studies. (n.d.). 

A Letter from our 
Founding President. 

https://iws.edu/who/
robert-e-webber/ 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2007/aprilweb-only/118-12.0.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2007/aprilweb-only/118-12.0.html
https://webbercenter.tsm.edu/about-us/robert-webbers-legacy/
https://iws.edu/about/who/robert-e-webber/
https://iws.edu/about/who/robert-e-webber/
https://iws.edu/who/robert-e-webber/


Webber’s Masterpiece: 
The Complete Library of 
Christian Worship
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Volume 1: The Biblical Foundations of Christian Worship
Call Number: BV10.2.C65 1993 vol 1

is a multi-volume 
comprehensive reference 
work on Christian worship 

that was edited 
by Robert E. Webber. 

The Complete Library 
of Christian Worship

Volume 2: Twenty Centuries of Christian Worship
Call Number: BV10.2.C65 1993 vol.2

Volume 3: The Renewal of Sunday Worship
Call Number: BV10.2.C65 1993 vol.3

Volume 4, Book 1 : Music and the Arts in Christian Worship
Call Number: BV10.2.C65 1993 vol.4,bk.1

Volume 4, Book 2 : Music and the Arts in Christian Worship
Call Number: BV10.2.C65 1993 vol.4,bk.2

Volume 5: The Services of the Christian Year
Call Number: BV10.2.C65 1993 vol.5

Volume 6: The Sacred Actions of Christian Worship
Call Number: BV10.2.C65 1993 vol.6

Volume 7: The Ministries of Christian Worship
Call Number: BV10.2.C65 1993 vol.7

https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/2355
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/2355


The Webber Collection

An IWS Library Special Collection

Photo source: The Robert E. 
Webber Institute for Worship 
Studies. (2005, January). Robert 
Webber Photo Album.  
http://legacy.iws.edu/alumni/imag
es/Bob-regalia.jpg 

http://legacy.iws.edu/alumni/images/Bob-regalia.jpg
http://legacy.iws.edu/alumni/images/Bob-regalia.jpg


The Webber Collection
Explore  The  Webber  Collection  Online

I t e m s  i n  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  a l w a y s  
h a v e  a  c a l l  n u m b e r  t h a t  b e g i n s  
w i t h  W E B  a n d  m a y  b e  v i e w e d  
a l o n g s i d e  o t h e r  b o o k s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  
t h e  I W S  L i b r a r y .  A  c a t a l o g  e x a m p l e  
c a n  b e  f o u n d  a b o v e .

The Webber Collection is 
comprised of physical materials 
that belonged to Robert E. 
Webber and contain his 
personal, handwritten notes 
within the IWS library. These 
include some books written by 
Webber, but mostly books 
written by other authors that 
Webber found important. This 
collection has a specialized call 
number within the IWS library 
of WEB and is only available for 
in-library use.

https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/search/*:*?sort=acqdate%20desc&location=%22Webber%22
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/315


How to Search for 
Webber Collection Books

• To search for Webber Collection books 
only, go to the IWS Library Catalog and 
select Advanced Search. 

• Limit by Shelving location by selecting 
Webber Collection. Then click the blue 
Search button and the results will 
appear.

The Webber Collection

https://iws.bibliovation.com/
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/search


Searching and Reading 
Webber’s Works 

in the IWS Library
A Section for 

Resea rchers &
IWS Students



Browsing Areas

The majority of resources by Webber are 
cataloged in the Christian Religion Section 
(BR-BX), specifically in these subclasses:

• Subclass BR - Christianity 
• Many of his works are found 

specifically under the 
classifications BR1640, BR1642

• Subclass BT - Doctrinal Theology

• Subclass BV - Practical Theology 
(including worship)  

• Many of his works are found 
specifically under the 
classifications BV15, BV264, 
BV3793

To find works by Robert E. Webber, it is 
best to search for his works by author 
name. Use the author names below to 
search materials written by Robert E. 
Webber:

• Webber, Bob

• Webber, Robert

• Webber, Robert E.

• Robert E. Webber 
• Dates associated with his name: 

1933-2007

Library Areas 
Related to 
Webber’s Works

AuthorSubjects

While Webber wrote on a variety of topics related 
to Christian worship, use the Library of Congress 
subject headings below to search for materials 
most closely related to his works:

• Apologetics

• Christian Ethics

• Christianity and other religions

• Church and the world

• Spirituality

• Spiritual life--Christianity

• Evangelicalism

• Evangelicalism United States

• Evangelistic work

• Public worship

• Spiritual formation



Periodicals by Webber

The following are full-text periodicals written or co-written by Webber available through the IWS library via Atla 
Religion Databases:
• Webber, R. E. (2006). Liturgical evangelism. The Covenant Quarterly, 64(1–3), 144–153.
• Webber, R. E. (2006). Narrating the world once again: a case for an ancient-future faith. Criswell Theological 

Review, 3(2), 15–28.
• Together in the Jesus story. (2006). Christianity Today, 50(9), 54–58.
• Webber, R. E. (2003). The road to the future runs through the past: reviving an ancient faith journey. Vision 

(Winnipeg, Man.), 4(2), 15–20.
• Lewis, D., Webber, R. E., Peterson, E. H., & Mutch, B. H. (2000). Back to the future: rediscovering the past to 

reach the future. Crux, 36(3), 13–21.
• Webber, R. E. (1992). The future direction of Christian worship. Ex Auditu, 8, 113–128.
• Webber, R. E. (1986). Ethics and evangelism: learning from the third-century church. The Christian Century, 

103(27), 806–808.

https://iws.edu/resources/library/atla/
https://iws.edu/resources/library/atla/
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=lsdar&AN=ATLA0001655190&site=ehost-live
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=lsdar&AN=ATLA0001556916&site=ehost-live
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=lsdar&AN=ATLA0001528086&site=ehost-live
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=lsdar&AN=ATLA0001791499&site=ehost-live
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=lsdar&AN=ATLA0000021458&site=ehost-live
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=lsdar&AN=ATLA0000021458&site=ehost-live
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=lsdar&AN=ATLA0000862206&site=ehost-live
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=lsdar&AN=ATLA0000967785&site=ehost-live


The following are articles written or co-written by Webber indexed or available full-text through the IWS library 
via Atla Religion Databases:

• Martin, R. P., Pliny the Elder, Diognetus, Webber, R., Calvin, J., Hauerwas, S., Smail, T., Peterson, E. H., Smith, 
J. K. A., & Humphrey, E. M. (2019). The Last Words. Didaskalia, 29, 108–109.

• Webber, R. E. (2000). From Modern to Post-Modern: Worship Changes During the Twentieth Century. 
Southwestern Journal of Theology, 42(3), 4–21.

• Webber, R. E. (1987). The modes of God’s presence. Liturgy, 6(4), 78–83.

Journal Articles by Webber

https://iws.edu/resources/library/atla/
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=lsdar&AN=ATLAiAZI210510000023&site=ehost-live
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=lsdar&AN=ATLA0000911136&site=ehost-live
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=lsdar&AN=CPLI0000140708&site=ehost-live


Webber’s Dissertation

•Webber, Robert E., "The Controversy Provoked by William Perkins Reformed Catholike- A Study in Protestant--Catholic 
Relations in the First Quarter of the Seventeenth Century in England" (1969). Doctor of Theology Dissertation. 91. 
https://scholar.csl.edu/thd/91  

• ABSTRACT: The controversy provoked by William Perkins' Reformed Catholike reflects the general social 
economic political, and theological setting of recusant history and literature. Although the actual controversy 
occurred between 1598 and 1614, with the exception of one work which appeared in 1625, the concern of the 
literature reflected the broader history of English Catholicism from 1559 to 1625. The substance of the present 
thesis, however, will be limited to the years in which the controversy took place. The title of the thesis is 
therefore broader than the substance. The controversy essentially was over by 1614. The final book is merely a 
recapitulation and assessment of the issues involved in the controversy from the vantage point of Roman 
Catholicism in 1625. No material connected with the controversy was produced between 1614 and 1625.

Webber earned a Doctor of Theology (ThD) degree from Concordia Theological Seminary. 
His doctoral dissertation is freely available on Concordia Seminary's website linked below.

https://scholar.csl.edu/thd/91
https://scholar.csl.edu/thd/91
https://scholar.csl.edu/thd/91


Webber’s Ancient-Future Series

Ancient-Future 
Worship 

Call Number: 
BV15.W383 

2008

Ancient-
Future Faith 

Call Number: 
BR1640.W39 

1999

Ancient-Future 
Time 

Call Number: 
BV30.W384

2004

Ancient-Future 
Evangelism 

Call Number: 
BV3793.W38

2003

The Divine 
Embrace 

Call Number: 
BV4501.3.W39 

2006

Photo by Luca Baggio on Unsplash
Read about Webber’s focus on Ancient-Future

https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/search/series-title:(Ancient-future%20series)
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/5933
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/5933
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/4
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/4
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/342
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/342
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/343
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/343
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/1148
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/1148
https://unsplash.com/@luca42?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/jqjKGU8o1Os?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://www.christianitytoday.com/history/2008/august/robert-webbers-ancient-future-legacy.html


IWS 
Student 
Theses

• Brisco, Alan E. (2010) Developing and Evaluating a Process for 
Change in the Context of Worship at Yorkminster Park Baptist 
Church, Toronto

• Cooper, Alan D. (2011) Designing an Ancient-Future Worship 
Model for the Church of Christ, Midlothian, Texas

• Rasmussen, Rune (2016) Developing Ancient-Future Worship in 
the Lutheran Church in Norway, in the Diocese of Agder 

• Richardson, Ronald P. (2012) Rediscovering God’s Initiative in 
the Sacrament of Communion through Art at Epiclesis: An 
Ancient-Future Faith Community, Sacramento, California 

• Sproul, Robert A. (2008) Enhancing Worship at the Evangelical 
Free Church of Hershey, Pennsylvania by Employing Elements of 
Ancient-Future Worship 

• Vaughan, David Allen (2021) Understanding Worship as 
Revelation and Response with Emphasis on Response at 
Meadow Brook Baptist Church, Birmingham, Alabama

• Waites, Lisa L. (2016) Enriching Eucharistic Participation 
Through Ancient-Future Worship Arts at Peace United Church in 
Irvine, Alberta

• Weatherby, Elizabeth, M. (2013) Implementation of Ancient-
Future Worship in Chapel at Kingswood University, Sussex, New 
Brunswick, Canada 

The following IWS 
doctoral theses were 
influenced by Webber 
and his Ancient-Future 
worship model:

https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/8389
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/8389
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/8389
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/8426
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/8426
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/8605
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/8605
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/8607
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/8607
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/8607
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/8641
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/8641
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/8641
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/10431
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/10431
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/10431
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/8666
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/8666
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/8666
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/8670
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/8670
https://iws.bibliovation.com/app/work/8670


For further research, explore 
“The Published Works of Robert E. Webber 

A Partial Listing by Category and Date of Publication,” 
available online.

Explore More of Webber’s Publications

Photo by Jessica Ruscello on Unsplash

https://iws.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Robert_Webber_Publications_List_Updated_2023.pdf
https://iws.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Robert_Webber_Publications_List_Updated_2023.pdf
https://unsplash.com/@jruscello?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/OQSCtabGkSY?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash


Thank you for 
viewing this guide!

Stay in touch with the IWS Library:
•Follow IWS on

•Facebook
•Instagram
•YouTube

•Bookmark the IWS Library Website
•Contact us if you have further 
questions about this guide.

https://www.facebook.com/iwsfla/
https://www.instagram.com/iwsfla/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/user/iwsfla
https://iws.edu/resources/library/
https://iws.edu/resources/library/about-the-iws-library/contact/
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